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ST ANDREW’S DAY 
HELENA AND AURORA RANGES — MINING 

Statement 
HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.20 pm]: I have been asked by the chamber to explain why I am 
wearing a kilt today; I requested permission to do so some weeks ago and, fortunately for me, it was granted, and 
I am very grateful for that. Today in Scotland is St Andrew’s Day; St Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland. We 
have records going back to the tenth century of festivities and celebrations in honour of this man. However, he did 
not become the official patron saint of Scotland until 1320. This happened at the signing of the Declaration of Arbroath, 
when Scotland was granted its independence—or so we thought! 

St Andrew’s flag, which is blue with a white cross, was chosen in his honour as Scotland’s flag. The town of 
St Andrews, which is probably better known for its golf course than its patron saint, is reputed to be his final 
resting place. He was known as a strong, fair and generous man, whose philosophy was very, very simple: take 
what you have, and share with the less fortunate. St Andrew’s Day, 30 November, is the start of the winter festival 
to celebrate Scottish culture. There is dancing, music, food and drink, and parties going on late into the long, cold 
winter nights. 

This is the first time I have been able to wear the kilt on St Andrew’s Day for 10 years; I wear it frequently, but 
for the past 10 years I have been out on mine sites on St Andrew’s Day, and they do not like people wearing kilts 
out there unless they are high-vis! This is my family and clan tartan—the clan Scott and the tartan Scott. This is 
Scott green, the one we wear for everyday use, such as hiking, fishing, shopping at Woolies or going to work—
hence why I am wearing the green tartan, because I am at work today. For official occasions we have another 
tartan, Scott tartan for the clan Scott, which is a red tartan. That is for all official meetings, weddings or balls—
anywhere a tuxedo or black tie is worn. 

I have been asked by numerous people today, “What does a true Scotsman wear under his kilt?” Unfortunately, 
there is only one person in this chamber who knows the answer, and that is going to remain so! 

I would like to move onto my second topic, which is just as important. It regards Mineral Resources Ltd’s 
prospective Helena and Aurora Range project. It is hoping to build two new open-cut pits, Jackson 5 and 
Bungalbin East. The iron ore from these two pits will be transported from the Carina mining hub, which is already 
in existence. Premier McGowan is always talking about budget repair; these two mines will employ 1 500 people 
during construction and 400-plus full-time employees and apprentices. I am hoping that these jobs and 
apprenticeships will be picked out of Kalgoorlie. MRL has already been speaking to agents in Kalgoorlie about 
employment.  

The whole mining area will take up only 575 hectares, of which 172 hectares will be pits, 186 hectares will be 
waste dumps, 92 hectares will be plant and infrastructure and 125 hectares will be roads, including whole roads. 
During the year, less than 400 cars visited the area and 90 per cent of those vehicles were mining vehicles. 
Hon Robin Chapple was concerned about the fauna. I will quote from an Environmental Protection Authority 
report — 

The EPA considers, having regard to the relevant EP Act principles and environmental objective for 
terrestrial fauna, that the impacts to this factor are manageable and would no longer be significant 
provided that appropriate management measures were applied. 
… 
The EPA considers, having regard to the relevant EP Act principles and environmental objectives for 
hydrological processes and inland waters environmental quality, that the impacts to these factors are 
manageable and would no longer be significant provided that appropriate management measures were applied. 

It is referring to troglofauna. Troglofauna exists in the whole area. Mining will take up less than 1.6 per cent of 
the ranges. If people are really concerned about troglofauna, they should go out there with a bucket and a spade 
and collect some, perhaps take them home and breed them. Perhaps they can train them to fetch sticks or whatever. 
They could go out to the ranges at night, at dusk, and maybe photograph a family of troglofauna feeding on 
whatever it is they eat out there. The second problem is intergenerational equity. This, I believe, is the EPA’s way 
of saying, “No, we are not going to allow you to mine this; we are going to leave this for future generations.” In 
the future we will not need iron ore mines. New products will be developed. Carbon fibre and different types of 
plastics will be used for cars, sheds and roofs—for everything. Why would we use iron ore, which rusts no matter 
what we do to it? We will be looking for new products in the future, so we should go ahead and mine this now. 
During the 15-year life of the mine, it will pay more than $1 billion revenue in royalties and payroll taxes, port 
fees and other state government charges, not including the wages that will be paid to all the employees. That 
information came from former Australian Labor Party parliamentarian Hon Gary Gray, AO, who is now working 
at Mineral Resources. As far as tourists go, they can go there only seven months of the year. If they go in the 
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summertime, they will be reduced to grease spots on the ground or the flies will drag them into the bush! Nobody 
goes there. People go to Kalgoorlie to see mining. That is where the real mining is. 
I hope that Premier McGowan will allow these projects to go ahead. In conclusion, I am hoping that he is not 
trying to appease the Greens by stopping these projects, because the Greens mean nothing now. Unfortunately, the 
Labor Party can no longer depend on them, because they are a spent force. 
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